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The first number of ‘The Berkshire Organist’ was received with
so many expressions of appreciation, as well as requests for copies
from many parts of the Country, that the Council feel another number
to be fully )usuﬁed  am sure it will prove equally interesting and
equally valuzble in binding together our fellowship of ‘organ-grinders’.
I hope that thoss who, for one reason or another, cannot attend all
our meetings will find in these pages a means of keeping in touch
with us.  While expressing this hope may | appeal for even greater
active co-operation among our members. By our personal association
and in the mutual sharing of our experience we each have something

to contribute to the common weal. Our work is very much worth
while; but we shall do it very much better if we meet, talk, listen,
work - and play together! Sincere greetings to all for 1949.
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EDITORIAL.

Tl presont the sccond number of "The Borkshirc Organist" in the hope
that it may be as woll rcccived as its forc-runncr. The many mossages of
congratulation and cncouragemont have been ruch approciatod and an attompt
has bcen made in this mumber to mcct some of the suggestions rcccived,

Unfortunately, owing largely *to high costs of producing a somcwhat
© comparativoly small mumbor of copics, it has becn docided that we cannot at
‘presont, preduce the Magazinc oftcncr than once a ycare, We foel, howover,
that this docs have the advantagce of giving a complctc rcview of the ycars
activitics undecr onc cover,

Mr, Stainton-Taylor's unsolicitcd action in adv1s1ng nombers of any
other Branch to varitc for copies has takon the iiagazinc into a nuiber of
places from Teymouth to Glasgow, Unfortunatcly, owing to this not being
forcsccn, the last fow applicants werce too latc to rcccive copics, A copy
of this issuc is, thercforc, boing scnt to thosc mombors to romedy this,

Our thanks arc again duc to ix, F. G. Spriggs for thce cexccllent cover
design and to ifr, J. Eric Few for much invalusblc help in typing stoncils
and arranging thc duplicating, also to all thosc who have supplicd material
for this nuaboer,

SECRETARILL

The Guost of Honour at the Anmuael Dinner to bc held in Fobruary will.
bc Dre J. Dykcs Bowor ,ii.A. ;F.R.C.Q0., Orgenist of St, Paul's Cathcdral,
Lttontion is also callcd to the list of forthcoming mcctings and special
notc madc of the transposition of the larch and April cvents.

The spcaker at the Half-Day Confcrconce will bo Iir, Frank Nothorwood,
the Gencral Scerctary of the Incorporation., He will give a talk upon the
Incorporation and lccturc on "ilodcrn.ilusic" which will bc illdustrated by
Lantern Slides, ‘

licmbers arc urged to kcep this date froc and so cnsurc a rcally good
attondance for thc visit of the Gencral Scerctary to our Branch.

THE BENEVOLENT FUND.

There is littlc that can bc said:which would diffcr from my contrib-
ution to thc last cdition of this Hagazinc. Iiay I strcss again, howsver,
that most of us arc in thce happy position of becing able to providsc for
ocursclves whon illncss or uisfortunc befalls, as it invariably docs iost
pcoplc at somc period of lifc, and this docs tond to make us forget thosc,
who through no fault of their own, arc not so fortunatc.

The Bencvolcent Fund cxists for thesc unfortunate pcople, and boing
voluntary, decpends ontirely upon any support we can give. Thorc arc many
who, cithcr bccausc of the distancc they live or other rcasons, arc not
ablc to bc present at Branch mcectings, and to thesc ncibers espceoially,
but indccd to all merbers, may I oncc again appcal for support for this
worthy fund, .

If, thereforc, you arc unable to attend our various functions -and
would carc to forward a donation, howcver large or small, my addrcss is -
13, Hemilton. Road, Rcading.

- ARNOLD WARREN,
(Hon.Steward, Berkshire Branch).
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DISCUSSION - "THE PARSON & THE ORGANIST!
at Paliicr Hall,Rcading on 20th, liarch,q9L8.

The President (Ir.W.H.Rowe, .ARCO.): I wish to cmphasizc that the titlc’of this
discussion is thc Parson AND the Orgenist, and not the Parson VERSUS thc Organist.
I look on the Parson as thc porson in chargc with the Organist as the Chicf
Exccutive Officer for Music. - The Scrvice should be onc centircty, and there must
be sympathy and unity of purposc bectween the Parson and the Orgenist, thc obgcot
of music- being  to makec thls unlty nore CLLCCulVC.

The Rovd.R. v, Scllcrs, D D., St. AugprlnCS Housc, Rcadlng (Lnglican).

Ly rclations with Organists have: alwayo been hapoy oncs, but 1 uuspcct that
ifficultics somctimes arisc when thcre is'a tendency to think of the Parson with
”ﬂall "p" and the Organist with a large "O", - The Parson soumctiics rcquircs a

ttle helpin his difficultics, cspeecially if he is a young and saucwhat ncrvous
uratc expcoted to maintain his pitch in a ‘sung Titany &c. Thc Organist should
not makc his organ and choir a solo cffort, and must not forcc his idcas and his
tradition on a Church and choir of a dllfercnt typc. The Vicar has full control
of the music, = Sympathy and undchuandlng docs cxist in most cascs and Parson,
# choir, and congrcgation must be united. Thore should in fact b a cepital "OU
and a capital "P" togathcr, always rcmembering that the word "Opus" so oftcen usecd
by musicians is the first word of ."Opus.Dci" in which we arc all cngagcd.

O}——".‘J DJ

Hr.A.Bar?us, FRCO., (Trinity Congrcgational Church, Rcading).

The partngrship betwetn Parson and Organist must be on the highost level. Whon we
consider how to obtain this, think of the pn“*ncrshlp of marriag The Parson
and the Orgenist may pull together in a good -dircction muSWCally and still Dbc
Wrong. Dircction must be toward the-Kingdom of Hcaven, and Churcnugnsnlp must
couac before musicianship, There must be give and take, and the Orgenist must

roucmber that his job is to be a nusician in the Church, He should be keen on

+h

the work of the Church firstly and a musician sccondly.

The Rovd.4.Vine, D.D., (Broad Stroct Congrcgational Church, Reading)

To B¢ a Church Organist nccds gqualitics difficult to display, nceding a sensc of
proportion and sclf-forgeitfulnoss and.sclf-rcstraint. 4ability to fit into =
scheme of things and not to take thc lcad, 4 subsidiary part is slways far morc
s t than a lcading part, and thc Organist must romcmber that he is only
pars the whole, An Ox-Organlst Parson said hc always tricd to romanbor that

¢ is no csscntial part of any scrvice. The service must bridge the ga

bCctTiweon Ian and God. liusic playcd alonce can only.contributc by assoolatlon of

i S, not of itsclf. Whore is the Organist liablc to go wrong ? His cxport
knowledge is taken for granted, but he must be carcful in choosing the right

stff, /L badly chosen voluntery may ruin the whole offcet of a scrviccs He should
take carc of the length, cspccially of middlc volunterics, and be ablc to
terminatc in a few scconds at the rlvht noment. Rogarding hymn-tuncs, the Parson
should kcep the balance of rcquircments and nccds of  the congrogation.

ren, FRCO., (8t.Bartholomew's Church, Rcading. )

5uty of *hc Orzanist is to cnhance thc beauty of the scrviec and aid worship.
nould always prefor the best aids in music as in othcr adormments c.g.,stainced
ass windows &c., The music must not overidc the scrvice but act as a background
to help, Why arc Organists unhappy ? The Vicar should tecll candidatcs for
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appointucnts cxactly what is quUerd ‘of uth, what kind of music is rcguired,
and what scopc is allowed for making improvcments, Hymn tuncs arc taken for
granted bccause thoy have bcen printed with the hymn, but nmusic is always
advancing. Tuncs considcred goeod 50 ycars ago arc not nccessarily goed now.
Congrcgational practiccs should be held with an cxplanation of what is being
sung. The best music is that which grows on onc with rcpcated hearings.

The Vicar should mect his Organist for a talk at lcast oncc a month. This
cnablcs the Organist to plan shead and avoids lack of knowlcd g¢ of cach others
point of vicw,

Jmong the suggcestions madc in the subscquent discussion was onc madc by
Iiss Goodship ~ "that a new hyman-tunc might be playcd as an opcning voluntary
oncc or twice before being uscd for the hymn'.
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TALKS & DISCUSSIONS lCd_JzﬁufnCSb Connolly ,Bsq. ,AA.R.C.ids s
Organist of St.hindrcws, lottingham at the HALF-DAY CONFERENCE,
hcld at St.ilary's Church Housc,Rcading on 3rd. /April, 1948,

Spcaking first on NTHE OUTLOOK OF L CHURCH hdSICIAN” ¥r.Connolly said wc must
flrst consider the various sidcs of an Organist's work, At the primitive
Bucharist the congregation camc not to huar liass but to assist in Hass.

The part of the congrcgation was lost Enrourh the insistconce on Letin tonguc,
and privatc devotions took its placc. In‘thc Romen Church through the issuc
the Missal with a vernacular translation and the usc of Bnglish Praycrs,
the congrcgation is rccovorlné its part, whercas in the unallcan Church it is

in dangcr of losing it through the vagerics of rwsicians. The congregation

should bc ablc to join in the Crced, Gloria &c., at the Bucharist, and the

Psalms and Canticlcs at other scrviccs. Iusical conditions vary and therc is

no onc solution. Threcc {types of Church iwsic :=

(a) Parish Mass sung by thce congrcgation to MMorbeccke, and Hymns, liatins and

Evensong all congrcgational, with possible occasioral Anthcims for the
choir. No ground for cowplaint of congrcgation being deprived of their
part. Posgibly an Introit at Fucharist to maintain intcrcst of choir.

(b) Bucharist - congrcgational Crced and Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and
Agnus morc claborate, Hymns for congrcgation and liotet for choir,
latins and Evensong = scttings for Te Deuwns Bonedictus or Jubilate to
Chants. Congrcgational sctting or plainsong with faux~bourdons for
llagnificat and Nunc Dimittis, /4nthen for the choir.

(c) Cathedral : Jbo Giwlle 4 Loods Parish Church &c, iny rcduction in amount
or standard of music a rctrogradc step.

In (a) the congrcgation must troublc to take part and must acccept souc ncw
Husic. A sympathcetic Vicar can holp much in introducing Jjudicious mixturcs
of known and unknown., lIMust root out poor tuncs. Agrecment on specch-rhythm
nceded. Bad tradition dics hakd., Standard of Church music should couparc.
with that of sccular music, " '

Sccondly Ifr. Connolly spoLo on "THE PROMLEM OF REPLACING RECRUITS FOR CHURCH
CHOIRS. (Boys). Parcnts not always helpful. Difficulty of school homcwork.
Hajority of 4lto, Tenor and Bass in Church choirs old choir-boys. The futurc
supply must be cncouraged, Choir-boys lcarn tcam-work, and a rcncwed cffort
should bec made to reform boys choirs where they have l psoa owing to the war,
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TALK by MR. John Ims‘s‘c:‘ll " IRAM. ,I.RCM. son "EXAIVLTIONSY
at Palmcr Hall on 15th. Uovor , 1948,

University Degrecs., First of all - what is tho purposc of a degrcc ? I suggest
(i) To prove to a prospcctive crploycr that at somc tinc in his
lifctime the holder has been capablc of writing 16th. century
countcrpoint, ctc.

(ii) To organisc our imsical knowledge and providc a focal point
for its concontration.

iii) To shew proficicncy in the scicnce and practicc of music -~
P
© a knowledge of the tools of the tradc cte.

Lis at present conducted, the cxaulnatlon consists in finishing off a scrap of
music in hamony and countcrpolnt to writc a fuguc, all of this bcing -
synthectic music to be viritten in a stylc which may not appcal to the particular
candidatc, .To writc in thc stylc of Palcstrina. General questions on musical
history. A viva=vocc on onc sct work., 411l of thesc arc snippcts which arc like
somc weird drill to bc perforicd in a sct tiuc, and the wkiting of an oxcrcisa,
which is considcrced the lcast important featurc of the cxauination. Therc is
no sound of music anywherc, which is ell wrong. The aim of the cexaination
should bc to produce a coipctent musical gencral practitioncr. Porhaps I may
be allowed to illustratc my remarks by opening my diary for the next fow days.

(1) Play two movemcnts of a Rachneninoff Concerto. .

(ii) Lecturc on a Mozart Concerto.

(iii) Orchestral rchcarsal of a Dvorak Syrphony.
(iv) Aiccoupany a Parry choral work.

bt

fonc of this has any conncction with the subjccts of the cxamination. It is
;‘Lwcult to sugscst an altcrnative, but the present systen of degrec cxamine
tions will nocver turn out imusicians to put dnzgland at the top of the trce
they arc too full of academicalisii and have no conncction with the ovcrvday
ractical work of a nmusician. There is uncasiness in the Universitics over
¢ proscnt position, and a conforcnce is to bc held at Christmas to discuss
mattor. iy I give you 1y idecas of the qualifications which should bc
osscsscd by i.c., a imsic master in a public pchool leccturcr in uusic, cice
in cxicnsive knov lﬁooc of musical litcraturc, 4 conccption of the growth of
various styles and the changes and transitional pcriods. A knowledge of
conteiporary music gaincd by listening, rcading, and comparing, The abllity
“O copose in a craftsmanly stylc, includcd onc cxtcnded work to be written to
$ic (probebly a fuguc is nost su1uablc) To pass a Vviva=vocc in gencral
tusicel :attﬂrs, not on any particular tiuc or period. A4 Practical test.
T tcsting of practical work may bclong niorc propoerly to the Royal Schools
rcgards virtuosity, but a dcgrec candidatc should be ablc to play
“c»sonably high stendard at sight and to supply an accoipanimcnt
urcd bass, also to uxbcr@orwsc. Ls an cxamplc of the type of
QE?S«_On,tqc candidate should not be asked to quotc six fuguc subjects fram
She 43, but to give the subject of a.spccificd fugue froil that work. To write
an ~x3*01<° frece T”rozn any rcstrictions as to time or style. Every musical

G.P. should provide cvidencc of continually listening to and asscssing musical
WO S. HC should bc able +o ’71VC an anqu is of s Say, a 161:11. contury work ,
but should not bc cxpectcd to writc his own work in this style. He should have
a cozpetent knowledge of contciporary coimposcrs. Tiied conposﬁtions should b

1:2%cd Yo one cxtended work and he should not be "ploughud" for failing to
"‘7\-!
Coplcic a work in a possibly uncongenial style.,
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DIPLOMA EXAI TIATIONS. - The paper work and practical tests of the R.C.0.Zxams.
are excellent but are, of neccssity, onlky open to organists. In some of tho
ReA.Hs , and R.C.M, , examinations tho practical tests are of too perfunctory
a nature and the cxaninations as conducted arc not polite to any rcal musician.
Advertiscment as an L.R.AMe or A.R.C.lL implics a highor standard of
musicianship than that réguircd for the cxaninations, The Aural Tests, for
instancc, arc poor,and the posscssion of the L.R.A.M. Pianofortc Diploma
providcs no rcal cvidence of musicianship but only the ability to play onc or
two sct works, .4 candidatc may for instance -play a Becthoven Sonata
sufficicntly well to get just sufficicnt marks to gain the Diploma without
having qny knowledge of the other 31 Sonatas.

the Schools Ccrthloqtc thcrc has been agltatlon against the
rcqu_rCLvnu of a Gradc, 5 or 6 Practical Cortificatc. A geéncral nmusic papcr
is now acccpicd as an alicrnative and the aim should be to cultivatc morc
gencral disporscd musicality,
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LOCAL POOL.

In rcsponsc to last ycar's suggestion of pooling unpublishcd
hymm=tuncs and such likc, writtcn by local organists, a most intcercsting
assortment of compositions has becn rcceived, ranging fram chants and Descants
to full Scrviccs and Organ Studics,

Thosc who contributed arc warmly thanked, and mcmbors of the Assoc-
i,tion arc wclcome to inspect this collcction at any timc on application to
r.F.G.3priggs, 15, Whitlcy Park Lanc, Recading (Phonc 81909), or, if it would
bc more convenicnt, at Greyfriars Church,

Unfortunatcely the immcnsc amount of labour involved in copying out
the larger works has been too much for the poor scribe,& futurc contributors
arc carncstly askcd to scnd in copics that nced not be rcturncd - but plcasc
do scnd anything you have writtcn, so that the collcction can bc kept up=-to-datc
and couprchensiva,

LP G TIES. _ :
The following have significd uhulr MllllnbnOSS as 1cmbers of the Association,
to act as Deputics, and application should be madc dircct to thom =

IMiss E., flder, 51, Grangc Avcnuc, Rcading. iny C.of EZ.Scrvice.
lir. D, Frascr, .. 123, Brook Strcct, Basingstoke, .- " L "
iiss &, ljonger, "~ 99, iiokingham Road, Rcading. L = L
R (Phonc 61818 or 4110)

¥r.4,B. Rivers, 17, St.Bartholomevig Rd. ,Rocading. " " "
rs.K.F,Shortcr, .. 148, Kidiorc Road, Cavcrshan. Frcc Church or simplc

. Lnglican.(Mat.or Ev.)
Ir, G.4.Wintcrien, 10, Upavon Drivec, Rcading. Any C.of E. or

Bodie - Nonconformaist.

Ir.R..L.C. ‘Whitchousc, 112 ,Basingstokc Road, Run01ngr iny C.of E.Scrvice.
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BRANCH IEETINGS - 1948,

February 28th, ANNUAL GOIVGRAL IEETING held at Palmer Hall, Reading.

The Officers were re~-slected and lirs,ll Warren, LRAlL , and liiss E. Alder were
elscted to vacancies on the Council. Iiss Goodship & Ilessrs, Lusty & Pratt
were appointed as delegates to Congress, .The meeting was followed by a
liembers Zvening, A short paper was read by Ir.h,Warren, FRCO., and impromptu
speeches on subjects drawn for were given by lir.R.Brewer, lir.Pratt, iirs.Warren
and Ir.Fawcett. Un-rehearsed quartettes worc sung by parties of the members.

tigrch 20%th. DISCUSSION -~ "TH PARSON & THE ORGQNIST“ at Palmcr Hall,Reading.’
Introduced by the following :=
Revd.R.V.Scllers, D.D.(4nglican),. Revd.A.Vine ,D.D. ,(Frece Church)

1‘;7."'.&.' Barkus 3 FRCO. ) ( Trinlty COnS. ChU.rCh.) & Izrolt(}?%rggn%hfﬁCOo s c )
_ Ste Bartholomews Church),

pril 3rd. ANNUAL HALF-DAY COIFERolNCE at St.llry's Church Housc, Rcéading.

Short talks by Mr.Brnest Connolly (St,4ndrews, liottingham) on 3=

(a) "'he outlock o
(b) "The problem o

a Church musician®,
obtaining recruits for Church choirs",

Fh Hhy

talks worc followed by a discussion, during which a rcsolution was
adoptcd to be subiitted for considoration at the Congress in August -
"That this Conferencc recommends that Church Authoritics
be approachcd rcgarding the acdoption of a pointed
standardiscd Psaltcr for congrcegational usc',

iir, Connolly also gave a short apprcciation talk on the items to be played at
his recital, which, aftor tca, took placc in Steiary's Church.

Programmc ;-

Fantasia in B minor : e - Bach.
Cantilcna & Riccrarc ~ Rheinberger
A Fancy & Toccata for Flutes. - . . . - John.Stanlcy
Choral Prclude = "Croft's 436%th" - Parry,
An Elcgy - = Thalbcn Ball
Reflections (1o.1) . ~ Vhitlock
Toccata -~ Dubois
lay 29th. VISIT to NEWBURY PARISH CiURCH. Rcecital by Mr.G.A.SELLICK,

FRCO. ,FTCL,

Programne e

Andantc cantabilc - \idor
indantc in D (Diapason Tonc) - Hollins
Placidamecntc - D.J.Hopkins
"Iy irmost hcart doth ycarn"
from Cantata 161) - Bach
Lndantc _ - lacphcrson
entilcena romantica : ~ T,F.Dunhill

Choralc in 4 minor - Ccsar franck
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Junc 26th,  SULLER OULING fo CIAVELJD 1ODGL , DORKING.(Residence of Lady Jeans).

Demonstration of Clavichord, Harpsichord, 2 manual Baroque Organ and 3 mamal
Concert Orgen by Lady Jeans. Organ Concerto by Lady Jeans (Organ) and
Frank Wright (Harpsichord). Instruments kindly placed ai disposal of menbers,

July 2ist. VISIT to "RAEWYN", SONNING COZON (by invitation of Ir.& his.Brewep)
Social half-hour (with Treasure Hunt) in garden, followed by a programme of
liadrigals, Part~-songs and Rounds in Sonning Common Hall, presented by the

Peppard Madrigal Group (Conductor - liss Storrs), Proceeds in aid of the
Benevolent Fund. ‘ ‘ : ' -

October 16th, PRESIDENTIAL SHRVICE & RICEPTION at St.Aindrews Church,Caversham.
Recital by THE PRESIDENT (ifr.W.H.Rowe, A.R.C,0.) at 415 pem. o
Programma i - ’

Organ Concerto No.5 (2nd.Set) 1st.ﬁbvement - Handel,
Choral Preludes - :
(a) Bin Feste Burg ist unser Gott. ~  Bagh.

(A safe stronghold is our God)
(b) Wer nun don liecben Gott lasst walten.
(If thou but suffer God to guide thee)
Chorale Improvigations -

& _(a% Rejoice greatly, O my soul. ~ Karg Elert.
- (b) 0 world, I e'en must lcave thee,
Pastorale = Cesar Franck.
A Meditation on 'Brother.James' Air', - Harold Darke,
Soliloguy . - Alec, Rowley
Cantilona Romantica - T.F.Dunhill
Sonata No.1 (Last riovement) - Borowski
Roception and toa. Evensong - (Proacher : Revd.H.H.Nash, .4, )
' Rcctor .of Cavorshai,
Nov. 13th. TALK by MR. JOEN RUSSELL, IRAM, ,ARCH. ,(leighton Park School)
on "EXAMINATIONS", followed by discussion at Palmcr Hall,Rcading.
Dec. 11th, RECITAL at 11, Irleipgh Road, Recading by :-
' Huricl Bownan-Smith, AR ,LR/IL. = Pianoforte.
Llice Woarren, IRAM., - Vocal,
lr R.B.Taylor, ARCM. , ‘ - - Violin,
Programms - ‘
~ Violin & - : '
Pianofortc. -~ Sonatina in D major - Schubcrt,.
Vocal - Gentle Shepherd. - = Porgolosi,
' Dewy Violcts -  Scarlatti.
Piznoforte . - Bourrce -~ Bach (arr.Saint Saens)
Rhapsody in G minor =~ Brahms.
- Rondo : ' - liozart.
Voczl - - The age of innoccnce - DBrahms.
Lower Rhinc Folk Song
Pisnofortc - Cathocdralc Engloutic ) Dobuss
Jardins dans la Pluic ﬁ LERUBEY
Vocal -~ The Harvast of sorrow - Rachnaninoff.
Go not happy day - Frank Bridgo.
- Canzonctta -~ D'imbroisc,




'THE ORG/N of READING UNIVERSITY.
(by Profcssor H.C.Barnard,D.Litt.)

In Octobcr, 4906, Rcading University was transfcrrced to a new site in
don P.oa”. Onc of the chicf buildings alrcady crccted was the Great Hall, a
of which is thc finc apsc at thce South ond bchind the orchestra. It was
that a2 movcment should soon be sct on foot to placc in this apsc an
an worthy of the accoustic proportics of the Hall, 4 fund for the purchasc
oI =n-orgen Was ineugurated by a Comaittcc of past and prosent students about
hc time whon the building of the Hall was begun. In May 1909, Dr, illen,
.2ftcrwerds Sir Filch), the Dircctor of the University School of music wrote to
2 J.Jd.Binns to cnquire whether "the foundation of a threc menual organ and
sbout 20 spceking stops could be 131& :anludlng soc stops for
usc "
was dcecided that thc casc should bo madc of codar Wood provided by
snc Collcge itsclf and out from a trcc which had stood on the sitc of the Hall.
Thc contract was signed on March 16th. 1911 and. the work of crccting the organ
carricd cru., during July and jugust, 1911, The formal opcning took placc on
: 911 at which Dr.kllcn gave a rccital - the organ consisting of
:nd pecdals, the Choir kcyboard only being inscrtcd,
C:". Whit-Saturday, May 30th. 1925 thc ncws was announced that the Collcge
had bcen grantcd a Royal Charter and had becamc the University of Reading.
: d of cclcbratlng this cvent, it was proposcd to complcte the organ by
tion of thc Choir and the provision of balanced Swell pcdals to the
fo r Organs. Thc pitch of thc organ vas raiscd onc~cigth of a tonc
apason, and a now pcdal board supplicd of the Wesloy~Willis pattorn.
carricd out during thc long vacation of 1929,
938 when Dr, Roglnald Jacqucs was Dircctor of Iusic, a doublc-acting
al pcdal was fitted, ELh '
the advent in 1946 of Dr.O. Pcasgood as tcachcr of thec organ, an
made to overcomc soiic of the defcets of the instrument. The. former
¢ & Fleutins werc taken out from the Great and rdplaccd by a
F_Itccnth. - Lt cstinate for- this work was obtaincd from licssrs.
‘B of London, and at thc smm tinc the Reve Nocl Bonavia Hunt iost
is knowlcdge and skill at the disposal of the University.
g while the work was in progrcgs and rc=voicced scveral of the
11y overhauled the tonal balance of the instrument., It nay
uhat the University now posscsscs onc of the fincst small
trunicnts . in its' ncighbourhood. . fow notcs on thce organ as it
itably suil up what has just been said.
at there is a finc round-toncd Opcn which lcads on to a
alc to match, and a strong but not shrill Fiftccnth.
been re-voiced and now has imch the quality of a small Open.
Figyics =x G cnted by the Bourdon which gives a good foundation without
oCimz mdly, =nd the Gedackt which is clcar and liquid. Thc Trumpcet makes a very
8 ugh it is on the sarnc wind prcssurc as the rcst of the Great.
Thc Coigon on #he Swell is, in cffcct, a suall Opcn and of vory bcautiful quallty.
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thce Rohr Gedact which has a finc clcar tone,
: is stringy and rathcr rough. The Salicct has a silvery tonc

the Two-rank Dulcians Hixturc, which was taken in hand by Rev. Bonavia Hunt,

°s Just hc right anount of brilliance. The Cornopcan has a broad & powerful tono,
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. .. .The Choir organ is onc of ‘the iiost cffcective parts of the instruncnt.
There is a.delightful siall Opcn Diapason. The Hobl Flute is a- littlc louder
than the .Gedact ‘on the Great and sufficicntly contrasting in -quality to add
considcrably. to. the flute resourccs of the instrinents. The Salicionsl - the
softcst stop on the organ - is of beautiful quality, and the Flauto Traverso
has also its own inportancc. . Therc arc Swell Sub. & Supcr Octaves, and also

Swecll-Sub. and Supcr-Octave to Great, also a Swoell Trcumlant.

Strictly spcaking.therc arc only two pcdal stops - 'a Contra Bass
with plenty of "punch", and a soft woodcn Sub-Bass. Both of these arc
cxtcnded for onc octave s0 as to producc an Octave 8ft. & a Flutc Bass 8.
There. is also aquintcd Haronic Bass of 324, tonc - a.dull and rather ;mdd«.
contraption which adds littlc to thc wvaluc of thc organ.

There: arc four composition pcdals for Great and Swoll. The sccond of
the Great coupositions was arranscd by Rove Bonavia Hunt to produce a.
"Baroguc" cffccte It brings on the bourdon, Gedact, Dulciana and Principal -
whecre the foundation is rcally the 4f+t. Principal.

GENER.AL POINTS TO T OBSERVED IN CHOIR TRAINING.

(by Dr,7.H.Horris = a lecturc given at the
- . Royal Collcgc of Orranlsts on 15th.: liay,1928).

It is unfortunatc that we lnow so littlc of ""guires end places whore
Thcy sing" of past goncrations.  We wish that the grqnopnonc had bccn carlicr,

that wc night hear porforilances of the works of Byrd and 1bbons; the anthens
of Blow and Purocll, and of the great and perhaps saacwhat undcrratced Boycc.

ur OwWn t__m. Nowadays therc would scou as nany mcthods of training boys
as there arc of dqnaulng cnc's rcpuuaulon. "In our Journcyings wc hcar
nany uany verictics of tonc, from the cntlust of dove-like cooings, to the
cst of lusty chest notecs, Now and again wic hcar what sccn an idcal tongc =
= balance beitween two cxtremes, and shall want to know how to produce it in our
oun choir, It will be sufficicnt if we arc content to lot boys sound likc boys
=nd not women, The rathor irpersonal "discmbodicd" tonc so characteristic of

¢ boys voicc is worth striving for; ﬂt can bc dcvclonod into a veory cxpraossive
istruncnt, There is mo doubt that ;ach Choirmaster st be guided by his own
ccling for vhat is bcautiful and appropriatc. He will, after rcading various
Tiscs on cboir—training nake cxperirenits, and if not widc awakc make a
ish' of the word "tone". If ‘he bc musician cnough to lecave his organ loft
zo and hear other formis of nmusic, he will rcalisc that production of tonc
< = ncans to an cnd; and that cnd intcrprctation and expression.
ework is ncccssary, and the Choirnaster should cultivatc fecling
for The boauty of the words,  Vowels and scivi-vowcls and consonents mmst be
st2ficd; for whilc vowels give colour, so do thc consonants give lifc and
cherzcter to the words, (It should be unnccessary to protest against the -
cxclusive usc of the vowel "oo". ~ 4 hooty boys voice is an aboliination, but
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mere is sH11 much "hootinoss" about).
L;::__s: and unintcresting singing rcesults chicfly from lack of
- of proper attontion to the stress of various syllablcs - of
n s:::is”} " Study s6i¢ Spocial phrase of an anthen and try to got its
right feocling, 4dd the words and study their scnsc and nicanings




Lot cvorything you attcmpt MEAN somcthinge Explain the curves, shape,
and other boautiful feceturcs, end lct tho boys cnjoy the gradual building of
a climax, PFPhrasing will lond wings to thc rwusic. The nor¢ intcrosted your
boys becoric in music as lwusic, the less nced will there be to give thoan yards
and yards of dull technical cxcrciscs. You nay Lieke oxcreciscs very casily
out of difficultics, and incorporatc all the awkward intcrvals, lcaps, runs,
ctce, in morry littlc tuncs of your own nmaking., Jbove all, you should show
your boys thce things that appcal to you, If you yourself arc kccn thore will
be little nced to worry about discipline and attcntion. That will dcpend
1argcly upon you and what you want; what you want, and how imch you want it.

In dcaling with the full oho:Lr you will often be discouraged in your
cfforts to obtain a good balancc and Plend., Therc arc voices that will stand
out, and they oftcn belong to cxcecdingly nicc pcople; they arc somctincs
tCnors, Vory carcful listcning on the part of all is csscntial, and uuch
tect and Jjudgeorent nceded. Sanc cxccllent solo volccs uay not posscss blending
gualitics., You have probably hcard appalling cxamplcs of quartct singing from
singers of world-wide recputation.  Good choirs arc oftcn madc out of unpronis—
ing material where the individual voiccs arc not first-ratc. Your choir should
bc trained to be indcpendcnt of organ support. Help you choir whon you arc at
the organ as tactfully as possiblc. « support then when they nced support, and
accompany theii nore -often. The gencral rulc ig @ "The naxiimm of support with
the ninimn of organ tono®. Therc arc times when the best choir in the world,
cither through slackncss, an overhcatcd or airless Church, or sonc othor reason
is guitc "off its form", Then is the tiic for watchfulncss and skill in your
playing. By your carcful phrasing, scnsc of rhythm, choicc of stops-and
gencral alertness, you can do imch to help matters. Therc arc tiics, of coursc,
when the organ should bc: "all out!" and "on -top". 4n organ accorppaniixnt should
ncver sound angenic,  Your playing of the Psaliis must not be fantastic, ncither
must you _oncourage nclodranatic rcndcrlngs of the Psalus, ‘

4 fricnd of mine lamicnted the fact that in cortain churches it was no
longer a plecasurc to listen to the chanting as therc was & tendency to turn
aluost overything into a threc-act drame ! The cssential beauty and siiplicity
of the Psalis rmst be prescrved, and this camnot he donc by inccssant shifting
or changing. Discrction in thcsc matters is nceessary. Therce is a rcal danger
ot the moment with so formideble an array of ncw psalters, that the mcans wlll
-a"c the cnd, so that claborate scttings of the Psaliis-will carry us too far,
s0, the sooncr we get back to Plalnsong the better. ;

It is important that choir practices bc held, as a rulc, in a rooa where
“"ﬂrvbody can focl poerfectly at casc, unhaipered by the fact that they arc in
lurch and must bchave, Rohocarsc new wusic, and so doing kecp the choir out of ruts.

It is a hcartbreaking busincss saying "goodbyc" to your best boys, if
indced, choir-training is not altogcthcr a hcartbreaking busincss. The young
Choirmastcer nced not be discouraged, The Junior boys havc, as Sir Hugh illon
oncc said, "an cxtraordinary wey of lapping up rcsponsibility", and it is vory
acusing when onc gets behind the 'scencs, to rcalisc how wholchcartcdly tho
ors long %o sce the scniors out of the wey., IZverything sccus to go on in
v¢ of thcsc rcverscs; no boy is indisponsablc. j'.ll is well if only a
cheerful, syupathetic soul is at the hceliy = a Choiruaster who is a huian becing,
with z::.tlcnco, and the squ_np gracc of a "sonsc of humiour".
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NEWBURY NOT=S.

The Newbury Branch opened the year with a Committee Meeting early in
Ee"orua.ry, to decide meetings for the: Spring, and to conduct any business.
Ir, & lrs. Scruton kindly offered their hospitality again and a gramophone
recital was held at 70, Northbrook Street; Newbury, later in the month,

We had a vory enjoyable evening listening to sclections from Ifr,Scruton's
library, ' ‘ :

In 4pril the Secretary arranged an organ recital on the organ of
St,Micheel's Church, Basingstoke = a fine Walker. two-manual, Unfortunately
there was a very small atténdance, but bMr., Angstey tho organist, demonstrated
fully the rosources of the.instruscnt to those prcsent. AT uGI‘WaI‘dS members
were able to try the organ for themselves,::

In llay, Noewbury and Reading Branches combincd for an orf*an rccital given by
-_E.G....Sclllck, FRCO, ,FTCL, , in Ncwbury Parish Church. though the weather
as terriblc therc was a very good attendence, and kMr,Scllick gave us amplc
”Cbaﬂlont for our journcy by h:.s woll balanced rcocital.
Zerly this ycar our Trcasurar (i, iaylor) had to rcsign his dut:.cs owing
o i1l health, i/c miss hin grcatly from our circle, : ‘
i ‘wrship has rcma:mcd fairly constant throughout the ycar, One or two
have had to resign, but we have two ncw faccs among us we arc glad to scc.

—_m.———u————_—..————--—

APPOINTMEDNTS.

e R. W. Jackson - Dunsden Parish Church.
Ir. E. P, Paskins - Thcalc Parish Church.
ir, P. G. Spriggs - Greyfriars Church, Roading.

T HE ORGANISTY
(by J.Eriq Few = with apologies to all pocts).

70 is it joins the organ trgde " "0n whom do worshippers rely,
i es repute may there be made, - | No.nmatter just how hard they try,
:es! not wanting vhen hets : © " and pralse his playing to the &Ky 7. -*

1ghed ? _ THE ORG/NIST, THE ORGINIST.
“mo is it keeps enormous stocks Who is it knows where flies do flee
cat! logues; always locks B In winter time -~ (inside pipe 'C'),
gan, stands so many shocks 7 : Aind sends them buzzing merrily 7
THE ORG/NIST. ~ THE ORGANIST.
oo thinks nis choir is awfully swect, Who thinks the organ sounds so i’in_e,
iad © is rivals can!'t compete, When, maybe, its an’ awful whine,
==t =oon is szying - mthey're dead meatn? Forgets His héels and wtoes® most lines ?
THE ORGANIST. THE ORG/NIST.
organ functions not, Who is it teaches pupils all, )
rouble quite a lot, - But finds the last one there was tall,
lzme when he chould not ? Has havoc played with stool and all-?
THE ORG/NIST. THE ORG/NIST.
siteth those who blow,. Who is nechanic, engineer,
ind = 5:;1. {n the bcllows 2o, - Whenet!re a cypher doth appear,
Is s=il=d = mdoubtful so-and-som™? 4nd comes out dust from toe to ear ?
THE ORGNIST. THE ORG/NIST.
2o Is It hezrs with tintercst® ) Who is it vhen winter heth come
=a¥s woi siz 111, as they do vest, e With ice and show = and llptlc sun,
Ind &@F to dowvn them does his best 7 Finds uscs stopped, then " has to run 7
THE ORGANIST. - < THE ORGANIST.

Who is it nay go wWP" = not TDOWN®,

1f so'll,learn harp and fstring! around,

No cyphers, 'tust! strings = It'11 be bound ?
THE  ORGJNIST,
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I‘IU SIC REG?’IWE

The following numbcrs-of thC O}CPORD lJ.USIC Sorlcs have been rccoived from tha
-::":rﬂ University Prcess :~:
L Harvest Heditation (Rob:m ullf'ord) Bascd on "yercham". Includcs a Iff
clinexs Tinc about 4 minutas. -

& Christaas Prcludo (Tfllfl"ld J..dncry;. Bascd on "This Endris Ni%h’c".

“In a quict style, Tiumc 2 tdmitog.
Pastorals on 'Wow thank we all ou.r *'Contains good dc 1 of soni -—quuvcr
God," (Heinrich von Herzogenborg -‘ '»"”PaSSagc work, Time 2 minutcs.-
18:3~1900, cdited by Honry G.Iey).
Bourrcc (Orga.n Concecrto in B flat) Timc 3 minutcs.
No,1, 3rd.Sct, Handcl, arrangcd

by S. Drummond wWolf'f,

Impromptu for Sir Tdward Bairstow  In 5/L timc, Brillient scimi-guaver
on his 70th, birthday.(Francis Jac}’son) passagls, :mcludlng pccal 5 rmins,
Christmas Overturc (Ralph Groavas) Frequent changes of. timc. 6 rins.

“hesc picess arc woll up to the standard of this scrics. They arc all playable
on Two mamals although threc manuals with.good solo stops .arc nccessoary for
the last Two picecs to be fully cflcctive,

Gt Ba em BE om O™ g e W P ew sm e e em e ma

FUTUP?‘ EVENTS.

Flcasc scc Syllsbus which has been circulated to all ncmbers.
§.3. - The cvents arranged for llarch & Jpril, 1949 have boen altercd to
cad as follows := Ea
the ANULL HiLF-DAY CONFERSHCE - ot SL.;.arj'(‘ Church HousGe 3 Pelle
Spcaker F“anlr Notherwood, FRCO. , Genl.Scc.of the Incorporati on)

'S

ipl,23rd, 1EMBERS EWBIjT]I‘~1G_ at Palncr Hall, Reading, 7+35 p.u.
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‘TOWN _HiLL ORGiN.
Thc Coumneil heve beon succossful in obiaini ng the usce of this instrumcnt by
Deshors at the reduced ratc of 5/66. per hour, on production of licmbership

C=xd, 1.6, , Sylliabus,
Thc TEitcr hes zgein provailcd upon lireJeEric Fow to supply another page in
lighicr woin, as so nany have said they cnjoyed his reminiscences in our last

an organ rccital at Gi‘bruluér in 19LL3, was asked 20 uins

air if, "instcad of % hour, could I jakc:it 1 hour" ?
: out orc music this was -agrccd; ‘strong lj ciphasising that
tcc where I should c*cactly bc in any onc picco at the tiue
ending, as only the first % hour had been proporly tinacd,
czxnt and dclight when, rea ch:mg the lasi two pagcs of rusic
herc wes only onc nimutc te go. ‘The Ingincer signalled his
ut the prograrmc with four bars to go, but as to the last
vCc boccn - but wasn't - there is quitc a littlc story,



- laid, only wood), wWont. carcering round hitting ¢vory chairw-lcg it could,

_ L
Having arrivcd up ar, up camc the Officer ifc Broadcast, who gave
e a resounding ccn the shoulders yclling out - “grand timing old

boy" = knocked rc off balancc and off the stool where I landed on the lowar
registers of ¢ ‘board with the roesult, no doubt, that anyonc who
might have been vould have thought I had startcd on ‘"The Storm".
Tuekily thc. Engincer ‘had saved the day with a quick switch and wo all had
a good laugh - put what a roward for onc of the luckiost picecs of tiuing?
snother 1—~ug+ at a broadcast therc was when the R.A.F. wore giving an
hour' of light c¢n tertaimint. Lftor playing the piano with a five-piccc dance
band thoy gave a vory isportant part to me in a short sketch which followed
During thc course of this skctch the horoince "popped off" the Vlllall’l.
To ¢ Was given the groat opportunity to fire tbc shot,: ‘the cffcet being
obtaincd by hitting an upturncd chair with a nfall’lnﬁ stick. Lt .%he
‘T’)pI'OpI‘ld’tu place I fircd a rcal bulds-c e, giving the ¢hair a’ghand
Ty " with the stick, but - consternation fron all Gspdcia lly‘ nysclf =~
the round scat fo11 _9_1&, bounced on the floor of the studio (no ca rpcts

+h

then subsiding in-d n01sy spin to silcnce, und what & 51lcnc ¢  How ‘tho
laughs worc held badk We ncver: ‘quite kncw,‘ but the Engincersithrde somewhat
wild bocaust, CVlanuly the listcners at thoir loudspcakers, instcad of
hearing a rovolver shot, with onc bullet in tho vi Ilairn, no doubt thought
she had sct off a OO'“plG tc ,lciacin or uondom berra Gy '{em.ch is qu:L e
undcrstandable I s‘u.oposc. o
Lgain at Gibraltar we Aound we werc not getting good wind prcssurc

and an Gxartmatlon rcvoalcd that the bcllows had a holo, quite 5 inches ,
long in theri, Boing cut off fron tho world - so to spcak - we had to rely
on our own rcsourcefulncss %o mend ite The holc was onlj accessible when
the bellows were Iully inflated, and vcvcr al ncthods of monding it.mgt
with feilurce, Thet cven ually we did succecd wasjy-Iuthink, onc. of Ly
funnicst G}@GriOI’IOCs there The Padrc produc d an honos.,l-r brand YlC\r
pair of kid gloves, =and anid grotr*sr,s at this wanton ms»o, they-werc auly
scissored to producc a '1.1abn}flccng pa.gdﬂ.. Ordinary -Scco¥inc was also ...:od
brought forth and cwverycnc (it took.four pcople !) wont to "a uTlOI‘l stations",
The bcllows were -inflated, the hole’ ppmr-gd the patch was slapped on RY-
ne, the wind switched off, somcone laid hands ardariis on the.orzan wh_c,k,. :
was s¢t at full, naking a horrible chord, but getting rid of the wind. as
a8 . possibles: Twilice belfora the bCllOniS had deflated tbo‘ba‘ccn blew:

C

" off, passed out t’nrou*n the door into the chanccl and landgd-in the choir-

3

1g. 4 third attohipt-was “adc: and this time the Padrce docided o kncel
and give a. h nr‘ at closc quarters. ALzain it blew off
s it '7cn’:- L:o, sticky sidc on, clesn on the Ru*"s_ noss
hat 1 stuck .there ! The fourth tin
h¢ holc, and For the further

roublc from th:zt so-mcc’” aza in.v, often

' Pa _'_s still doing Jjustica.

s have beon a s‘r‘nu '.?orth Mcb.ru

i we thouzht the h

s
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like & huge butterfly (end the cocnts which f lov
and how .once a perfect u:‘;ort al'- wst scalcd.the Padre?s-Iips for:gver ¢+

/nd nov £6 cnd - for surcl;‘ it is soucond cls¢'s turn to writc this page
next issuc ~ in Belgiuwn with frost and snow and :xiy boots,I posscsscd
terrible chilblains: Playing podals was iipossiblc with boots on, so playcd
Ivensong without boots, having & doz, handkérchicfs borrowed from Choiricn
ticd round iy feot = threc on cach. ho can beat this e:vmcrﬂcr'cc ?
2ybc the next issue-of:this ingezine will rcveal cven stranger storics = who






