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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT — A. E. RIVERS.
Organist of St. Mary's Parish Church, Whitchurch.

| commend to you the fourth issue of THE BERKSHIRE ORGANIST
During 1950 the chief “milestone’’ has been the re-establishment of
the Newbury sub-branch under the Chairmanship of Mr. G. A. Sellick
F.R.C.O., F.T.C.L.,, Organist of Newbury Parish Church. | sincerely hope
that this may be fruitful in much good work in the Newbury district
and | earnestly appeal to all Newbury members to do all in their
power to keep things going. 1951 is to be the year of the FESTIVAL
OF BRITAIN and | hope we may all, whatever our local circumstances
do our utmost to see that music is not overlooked and that our
great tradition of English Church Music is kept well to the forefront
of our thoughts and activities during the Festival period.

Very best wishes to all for 1951.

Price 6d
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EDITORIAL

Unfortunately Mr Eric Few, who had done yeoman service in cut~
ting all the stencils (an awful job!) for the first three numbers,
has had a change of ocircumstances which, whilst of great benefit to
him personally, has deprived him of access to a typewriter. Fortun-
ately Mr Gordon Spriggs, who has already contributed materially to
the appearance and success of the Magazine, has nobly stepped into
the breach, and, although this issue may be & little later in
appearing, I trust it will be found worth waiting for.

Our thanks are due to Messrs Few, Rowe, and Spriggs for their
continued help and to all those who have contributed in any way to
this issue.

SECRETARIAL

Membeors are asked, in & specilal endeavour to increase our
membership ~ and thereby the usefulness of the Branch -~ to introduce
at least one new member during the next threc months. Application
Forms may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary.

The President or Hon. Sepretary will at any time be pleased to
advise members regarding applications for appointments.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

March Proposed Theatre Party to Oxford.

14 Apr 3 pm Annual Helf-Day Conference at'S.Marys Church House,Reading
Talk by Dr. W. Probert Jones, FRCO,
Organ Recital by Dr., O. H. Peasegood, FRCO.

26 May 7.15 pm Composite Organ Recital by Lady Members of the
Association at S.John's Church, Reading.
_—
June

Garden Party at Twyford (by kind permission of Mrs Stephenson)

Please keep these dates free and eunsuroc a good attendance at
all these meetings, and also a warm welcome to our distin-
guished visitors.

APPOINTMENTS
Mr C. Hint - - = = =~ Caversham Freeo Church
Mr A. Warren, FRCO - = S.Laurence's Church, Reading

Mr A. H. Lusty, ARCO LTCL ~ Cholsey Parish Church
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Solemn ielody Walford Davies
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Branch ilestings (continued)

"WHERE DO WE STAND " -

It gives me grocat pleasure to come and speak to you today, I
am a Borkshire man and my first post was -t Emsthampstﬁmd Church
where I succceded lir Lusty. From there I wcnt to S.George's,
Windsor, working under that grcat man Sir Walford Davies. A‘ter <
period at Bristol Cathedral I have roccatly succccded Dr Harold
Rhodes at Winchester. I comc te you todav fre b from thec meceting
of thc Cathedral Orr“ﬂlsts AS?QClTBlO" which has just been held ot
Winchester.

I know thore are differcnces in thc problems in villags
churches, Parish churches, aad cathedrals, but, belicve me, we
have ouw difficulties in thc cathedrn 15 just as you do in other
plac

With regard to the lack of boys which is being so alarmingly
felt in so many choirs today, we shall not got any improvement
until we have got a bettor influcnce in the homo, 213 we must strive
to promote this in cvery way. Our Church husic is 2 peculiarly
English institution, but I am optimistic about the futurec Th Wt we
nced is a revival to comparc with what took place ia the 90
after the first World War. The work of thosc groat mon, Sir denby
Nicholson - in this counection I would remind you that the Arch-
bishops' Report on Church lusic is beiag reviscd 2nd should be ro-
issucd in 1881 - 22nd Sir Walford Davies, is too well known to neced
comment., It sometimes secms that we are waiting for another leader
of this naturc, but if such a man is net forthcoming we must carry
on the work without waiting.

I would urge young organists not to despair, but te do every-
thing to build up the standard, and we should all be ready to co-.
operate in any adaptation of the services to meet the needs of a
new generation of worshippers (eg. in such matters as the 'Parish
Communion') whilst being careful not to be tempted into spcon-
feeding the congregatinng, ;

Our Cathedrals have a wonderful tradition to uphold, but we
must see to it that their services do not become just "museum

~ . 1
plLeces

In the evening members attended Bach's lass in B minor performed by
the Reading Festival Chorus and Reading Symphony Orchestra in the
Town Hall,

6th May CONCERT in the if.emorial Hall, Sonning Common,
arranged by Iir Rodney Brewer: the Reading Lady Singers, under

A.H.Lusty, ARCO LTCL: Vera Buswell (Violin), lavis Light, (Piano-
forte), and Gwendoline Hewitt (Recitations)., Pianist - Beatrloe

Baker.
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= Branch leetings (continued)
Reading Lady Singers
Singers Signature Sing Lusty
Coms Lady Day Rager Quilter
husic, when Noft Vo1cgs Dic Charles tood
Violin Sarabandc Bach
Bourres Handel
Singers Shepherds Scong )
Fly Singing Bird ) Blgar
The Snaw )
Pianofaorte The Chorry Trec John Irsland
' Dance of Flawers Tchaiknvsky
Singers Lullaby Cyril Scott
Tn Daicies Thiman
kecitation Selected
Singers Valse Viennoise Poldini
Violin Aria in D minor Durants
A Galop C.Baohm
Singers Now is the konth of l.aying Forley -
The Lass with the Delicatce Aitb Arne
Pianoforte Arabesqus Debussy
Rhapscdy in G minor Brahms
Singecrs 0ld Kingz Colc Forsyth
Follow me down to Cariow arr,Flctcher
Recitation A Pathetic Tale in scven versions
Singers A Lake and a Fairy Boat r.omtague Phillips
Gondnight :ar Jones
THE KING
17th Junc VISIT te HENLEY-on-Thames
Joint Organ Recital in Hely Trinity Church:
A.C.Neville, ARCC Chi. (Crozanist)
Thome and Variations (Scnata 10) Rheinbsrger
~ ~ Pastoralc nn "Daminus Rogit i.o® Eric Thiman
Postlude on "Hanover" Cnletidge Taylor
E.R.Allwright, ARCOC (Hambleden Parish Church)
Prelude in minor Chaminadse
A Little Tune Feltan
Postlude in D minor Stanford
Follaowed by talk on "HY..NS ANCIENT = :ODERN, 19R0 REVICTD EDITION"

by kr A.C.Neville:

The publicatinn of a
than passing interest tn all Church iusicians.

years Since the last revisinm tock place,
7asS not a success and although Supplements were issusd in 1822 and

1916 this is the first camplete revisinn since that of 1975..
(hers

have been many additinns and delcticns

the Editors preface) .
the deletion of certain hymus:
misapprehension,

the book,

come of
as the hymns referred

The Editors must have had a

it

to were among
very difficult task,

revised Hymns Ancient

> iedern is of more
It is now seventy five
The book published in 12304
There

followed a guetation from

There was some coriticism in the Press regarding

apparcntly written under a

thnse retained in
and a



anch liectings (onﬂtlnueaﬁ

r'"t number of old favourites have becn retained, althrugh it is
icult t¢ see the reascn f( srme nf the omissinns, eg! "Swes

1c Lioments RTCh in Blessing'} and one wnuders why the Vaughan

williams tuns to "For All thb‘Saints” is missing, but this may

-“,ve been due to the difficulties of conyright. Some of the tunes

have becn altered and older toxts of the hymns brought back.

There is & genorous measurs of English, Scottish and Genevan Psalm
Tuncs and alse of Folk Tunss. The lay-nut is an imprevement an
the o0ld boack, and the old numbors for familiar hymns hdve been rc-
talnod wherec poascsible., The soquence of tinrning and Evening hymns
and hyvmans far the Secascng of the Church has besn retained, but the
Generol Hymns arc divided undor subjccts. Thers are a number nf
hymns of persnnal devation groupcd together, and a s<lcction of
hymns of Praisc and Thanksgivineg The Preocsssianal Hymns, forty-
threc in nuwber, are groupsd undcer seasans, and the hymns for use
at Holy Communinag are incroassd to somo forty hymns and farm o
fitting selecction.

For anyone who likces tn rctain the best of the 0ld tunes
with a spriakling of new onss, I thiak this is an cxtromely grnd
bonk, and the suggesticn that the new tunes should be introduced
by means of Congregaticnal Practiccs is alse good,

The illustraticas, sung by a small chaelr, were!

Taster Day "He is Riscn" tunec by Sir Sydney Nicholsnna,

whitsunday "Our Laord His Passinn Ended” tune bV Harnld Darke,
"Father, whatc'er of earthly Bliss" tune by H.A.Bate

"Praisec to ths Holicst" new 2nd tune by Sir A «nmorvell,

"Our Blest Rzdcemcr" 2148 tuns ¥X "Shrewsbu
"0 Jesu I have Premiscd™ tune by w.H.Forgusan

Holy Cammunion "Hail Truc Body" tuns by Dr Dykes Bowrsr (this tune
is nat truly cougregational and snoms moro appropriate for use as
a Choir notet).

A1l Saints "How Bright th
Dr Ji.H.Harris.
Pracessional "Hail tho Day” (Ascensian) tuns by Sir S.Nieholson.

@)

sc Glorious" tune "Sennen Cove” by

After tea and Exhibition Squash r.atch 2t Henlecy Squacsh Club, a
visit was made tao Henley Grammar Schacl for a pwnvrﬁmm’ by the
Schocl Orchostra and Girls Choir under the dircctinn af lir R.J.k.
Brind, ATCL, (nusic Lastoer):

Orchestra Tgy Symphony Haydn
: Christopher Wron
Choir ( Rolling Down te Rio
Tho Camel’ s Hump
Pianoforte The Gnlllwog s Cake Walk (Shirley Turner)

Vocal Sola Art Thou Troubled? (France Evans) Craigie)
Pianonforte The Tumblers (Shirley Turner and Margaret
( Praise ‘ Dysan
Choir ( 0 Lord Gnd Buck
( lusic Makers chaw

THE KING

I
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21st October PRE

Solos
‘Quiz'

Tocal
ATCL.

Branch Meetings (continued)

ID INTIAL RECEPTICON -

by @r R..i.Gale, and Pianoforte

S.iary's Church House, Reading.
Fnlos by Miss F.E.Hale, LRAA

2th Deoember :ORGAN RECITAL

in the form of a kusical Alphabet.

at S.Laurence's Church, Reading, by iir

Zrnold | Warren, FRCO, and iirs larie Warren, LRAW (Soprano)
Introduction - noaerato - Allsegro Stanley
(Suite in D) - (1715-178F%)
First movement Trio Sonata I Bach
Prelude and Fugue in F minor Bach
( "Tell me Lovely Shepherd"” Bayce
Vocal Solos ( "O Turn away mine Eyes" Boyce
' ( "0 Praise the Lnrd"® Greene

Choral Prelude
"Liebster Jesu wir sind hier”

i.ocal Solos (
(
Allegretto
Carcl
Toccata in C

whitlock

Karg-Elesrt

Liturgical Impravisatian Oldroyd

" Grave-Allegro from Fantasia Sonata Rheinberge
"A Song of Wisdom” Stanford
"The Little Read to Bethlehem" Head

B ORnRa¥ {Xn¥Ei g
0'Connor iicrris
Rheinberger

~221 - 1924 P. R. SCRIVENER, FRCO LiusTCL, :
gaz4 _ 1027 A. C.P. TWBLING, lusD (Dunelm) MusB (Oxon) FRCO,
£327 - 1928 P. R. SCRIVENER, FRCO LiusTCL.
(Annual Congress held at Reading)
5 - 1931 F. G. GOODENOUGH, FRCO.
1 - 1935 W. PROBERT- JONLu, iusB (0Oxon) FRCO HonARCH
5 - 1937 A. BARKUS, FRCO,
827 - 1038 #. PROBERT-JONES, MusB (Oxcn) FRCO HonARCH .
D238 - 19473 A. YOULD, FRCO LRAl ARCE:
LSLE - 184A A. H. LUSTY, ARCO LTCL
L5458 ~ 1047 P. R. SCRIVENER, FRCO FTCL. (lir Scrivener's Jubilee
vear as Orz~nist of S.Giles Church, Reading).
LSZT - 1948 Ww. H. ROWE, ARCO.
RE=£2 _ 1951 A. E. RIVVRu°
HONOURS
e following distinctions have been awarded tn members during the
q:;_,:-:- [ o )
Mr E. R. Allwright ARCO
Mr J, Eric Few LTCL

Dr H. C. Barnard

(Hon) FTOL
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RESIGNATIONE
FRCC, has retired from S.Laurence's Church, Reading
rvice. Dr Embling was formerly Organist of E.
uke's Churches, Rewﬁznﬂa

i.r D.Fraser has resigned his post at All Saints Church, Basingstoke,
to i he :

OBITUARY
= rezret to record the passing of the following members -
10th January 1950 Mr A.J.Harris, organist of Carey Baptist Church,
¢ an early member of the Branch and o former member of

ncil,

17th December 1950 Mr T.Ellis Rngers, who
er

had Just retired from
chn's Church, Farley Hill, afte &

5% years service

BCNEVOLENT FUND NOTES

e again remind all our members of the. Benevolent Fund. .

he past year one of our own members has received help from-
This fact, in itself, should add force to the appeal.

as case in a similar application some years age, the Trust-
of the Fund have given prompt and sympathetic oconsideration to

-]

N
M I

.« All members are entitled tn assistance when this is

cssary, and to ensure that no deserving casc is refused

sorlptlons from all members are 1mpﬁrtﬂnt in order that

eSS may have the wherewithal to mcet these appeals. Will

give the Fund your support, and 1f unablc to attend our

( kindly forward a donation to me :-

.'A-—«'TI—&PPG,-%& (Hon. Benevolent Steward) A.E.Rivers

7% Hemid-troy -Read, Readina, 17 S.Bartholomews Road
Reading.

HMUSIC RECEIVED - 1980

Evening Responds George Oldroyd
verture to "Jephtha Handel (arr.William Pearson)

Alec Rowley

Den H. G Ley
Ay Be Thou but near" Bach (arr. Harvey Gracc)
Specimen copices of these pleces have been received and may be in-
Specied on applicatinn to the Editor.



10. Contra Fagotto 1

I Swell to Great 11 Mixture 3 raunks
4. LI Sw.io Gi.Octave 12. Oboo i 7
NI Sx.io Gi.Sub 15, Horn £F
IV Cheir to Great 14, Clarion 't
(DAL V  Swell Octave
= e T %o £ VI Swcll Sub-Octave
S e 5 VII Trcmulant
2. Open Bass LB 4t rom
5 Sub Bass L &6
—_ \ ¥ ': el
. Fluie Bass 8 £t C0ln (onclescd)
. Octave Bass 8 £t 1. Geilgen Principal 8 £t
3. Trombone 16 ft 2. GConocort Flute 8 ft
. Tromba 8 .£% 3, Viole de¢ Gamba 8 ft
B Sucll 0 Podal 4. Dolce 8 ft
S Pt 1o Todal 5. Flauto Travorso 4 Pt
" “Ohoir to Podal 6. Picocolo 8. 5%
B i e ot 7. Olarinet g oL
8. Oboe Orchestral 8 £t
2= OO0 to O Bl ¢ X1 Swell to Choir
ﬁgitj:j: Koo o g én nqtes XII Choir Octavc
B T EERE - YU notos XIII Choir Sub-Octave
XIV Tremulant
bombination Pistons: _
Five tc Swell Orgon: five to Groat and Pedal Organd
Thrce te Choir Organ .
Fivc te Swell Organ: five to Greoat and Pedal Orgaans
Reversiblc Ped=2l for Great to Pedal
Balanced Expression Pedals to Swell and Choir Organs
There cannot be many organists who arc complotely satisfied with
he organ on which they play rogularly. Who doesn't sometimes wish .
Rat his instrumeni possessed an extra stop or two, or cven another
amial, this or that gadget or what-not ? The ?rosont writer is not
mune from this universal malady of organists (or is it a sign of
msical vigour %) He would like a detached console: he would like a

by Albert Barkus FRCO

T SHBLL
Doublc Diapason 16 ft. 1. Licblich Beurdon 16 ft
Large Opcn Diapascn 8 ft 2. Opon Diapascn 3 ft
Small Open Diapason 8 i 3 Godact 8 ft
Hohl Fluie 8 ft 4 Vox Angclica 8 £t
Fluis Harmonic 4 £t &, Vielc d'Orchoestre B ft
Principal 4 't 6. Vox Celesto 3 £t
Fifteenih 2 It 7. Suabc Fluto 4 i
Mixiure 3 ranks B8, Principal 4 £t
Trumpei 8 ft 8, PFlautina 2 £t

8

8

3

4
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lightcr 16ft 2nd 32ft pedal: ho wishes .... but we arc starting at-
the wrong e12d. The proscont organist at Trinity Ceugrogntional Church
hasicas to asscrt that he finds his instrumecnt onc of tho most satis-
fying, from thc playcr s paint of view at lcast. that it has ever
becn his pleasurc (or othcrwisc) to play. A

Pcrusal of thc spceificaticn will show that, at loast eon papcr,
most ordinary rcquircments for sorvice and reocital work haove had duc
aitcniicn Furthormereo, this proves to bc truc as regards the instru-
ment itsclf, for almost cverything in the spocifiocatinm is what it
scts cut to bc, ﬁ”g disapprintmcnts arc very fow.

Thc spccification was largely drawn up by the latc F. G.
Goodconoush, FRCO, former organist of the church and onc time Presi--
dcnt of our Association, and tho weork was carricd out by Jamos J
Binas of Leods in 1913, Tho church's deoision t0 procurc a now organ
in that particular yecar proved a most fortunatc onc, for nover again
sincc then would it have bcon possible to obtain such an instrumcnt at.
such a cost The gquality of tho workmanship is testificd by its
troublc-frce lifc of 37 ycars, with no morc drastic attontion than a
Ssinsl-s clcaning in tho cmrly thirticsa

Tao attcmpt te describe in words the quality of musical scunds
is no morc casy than to definc ouc's onjoymont of a nicoly cookaod
mcal, but might bc helpful te make a fouw commeonts, or rathor te

S a ® ;pi1i<ns 0n scmo of thec dotails in the spcocification.
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t Diapasaus

the wheolc organ that a gradual build-up of tonc

ithout

forgiven for casting

and a3
by the
can
found cn some organs.
could have boeon scme-

ar
be built up almost impecrccptibly.

211l that Diapnsons should be,

It is,
any of thasc "gaps" to be

softcst stop on the Groatl,

advantage. The Trumpet ad““ beautifully to the
the slightest jar, and when used alcone is
The full Great is a magnificent body of sound,
its nare -

¢ Swell department. here we have ample variety
the soft accompaniment of the sole voice to be
The individual character of the varicus Swell
¢s largely for the lack of 2 Sola Organ, and in
Obne and the Contra Fagettn may be specially men-
excellent quality throughout, The Horn is slight-
of the variety of tene oconlnur of individual stops,
rentlv to a truly magnificent Full Swell. Hention
s Lieblich Bourdcen, which might well have besn
ntlnn with the Pedal Crgan Space dnes not per-
>xamination of this fine grnup with its almost
S.
20 gives a number of delioately vioiced steops, in-
the softest stop on the whole instrument, but per-
a lenging ear in the direction
me steps on other organs which are next-door to
¢ orchestral imitaticns are quite faithful, again
for the missing fourth manual., This department is

of

and uscful

By means of a oomnlctelv unobtrusive use of the extensicn

three ra
ven draw-stops.
Zen from the heav

P
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)
g
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ehmhd
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s

nks of pipes prcvide the Ped~l department with
The bottem octave of the 32 is resultant, being
y Open. This scction waruld be improved mlth a
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2, which might well have been borrowed from the Swell

vs, and would more suitably match the softer registers
Ghoir. '
r-pneumatic action is efficient and provides a trouble-

> © n of uniform woight, although there is & slightly late
sponss which makes rapid passage-work somewhat tricky. The Combin-
ns ziven by the pistons are not perhaps every organist's choice,

e

(4

3

« 0 Y
O

s O

O 1y
=~ 0Q

|

tn 1

\
)
)
1

(34}

|
Loe fute

l"il".‘l

is envious of the adjustablec pistons provided elscwhore - and
sin the ﬂ“:t:r roveals his susceptibility to tho weakncss (or
) suggcesting possiblo improvements to an alroady highly

......... ¥ instrument.

REMINISCENEES OF 60 YEARS EXPERIENCES
by P.R.Scrivener FRCO FTICL

en a choirmaster and organist for more than 60 years,
.1tab1y I must have encountered many incidents, humour-

n ek
T M ek [ e

n
0 ™~ C3
O I |

ié (male) who was an out-and- oﬁt Radical and who never
when the National Anthem was sung at a service. As a

b )

nger he was particularly raucous, in fact he beoame unbearable and

the Vicar - then Canon Ducat - to dismiss him from the

Choir, This was done and the man vowed vengeance, In fact, whenever
= %

t hip in the street he would utter threats as to what he would do
ne met me in a dark and deserted spot. It was only when my solici-
wroto him a lotter that hc stopped boing a nuisanco.

Then I remember an olderly woman dying in church during a Lent-
rvice., Sho was a large woman, and whon the body was placed in a
o takc her homc she promptly foll. through the floor, and broke a
two whon being carried into the house.
another Lenton sorvico a curious thing happoned. A special
ame to preach, and he was askod to read the first Lesson.
roading and then stopped abruptly. For tho space of about
oinutes thore was doad silonce. Thon the Curato-in-chargc rosc
gcntly lod tho rcader back to his scat and finishod tho Lesson in
;;a::. Wo TOarnt aftorwards the visiting pricst was subjoct to
k-outs' But it was a littlc uncanny, all tho samo.

DOSe very few organists ever hear anyounse forbid the banns?
ccur once in S.Giles during a morning service, much to
the choirboys.
re are some choirboy 'howlers'. I have always found 99%
ys are poor readers, and it was my custom to make them read
words of any psalm or hymn about to be rehearsed. The
are examples of some of thelir effobts -
firmament showeth hils handiwork" read as "The firemen showeth
"By the waters of Babylon" rcad as "By the waters
aby lion". "And streams do murmur all around" read as "And
ams do murder all around". One day we were practising the hymn
irain upraise of joy and praise" in which comes tho line "The

.l‘LD

'i



11

s on their heavonly way". I stopped thom and asked
mc what is a Planot?" Onc boy roplied "A largo
ht," I said, "give me the names of two." Aftor a
roplicd "Mars and Judas, Sir!" Ond ono ocoas-
ented himsoelf for admission to thc choir. "Havo
I asked., Sooing the boy was puzzled, I put the
v. "Have you bocn christoned?" "No Sir," came the
have boen vaccinated!" (In aftor yoars this lad
FET] tenor, though I noever could broak him of the habit
of singing half a boat behind tho rost of the choir).
m days back one of my small boys, abscnt from morning

up for the cvening servico. Queostioned as to tho

rcason for his absonce in the morning, he repliiod "Please Sir, I

oould'nt find my vest."
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Some years ago I had two boys in the choir who were cousins and
i the same surname - Hasker. A musical fricnd, a prieost who
ional work at S.Giles, undortocok the choir practices whilst

holiday. On my roturn ho told mc (thinking the Hasker
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HE=skcr, how much older arc you than your brother®" The boy, of

2 i sition and afflicted with a stammer, replicd "P-p-ploawm

th-threce months, Sir!"

Y¥ow I turn to tho clcrgy. A famous proacher came to deoliver the

soermon one Eastor Sunday evening. The church was packed, When the

time for the sormon arrived, the precachor asconded the pulpit and gavo
] xt: "And Josus said 'Mary!" At this momont a small girl

ross the church to the pulpit and called out "Hore's a

r you!" She was guickly dcported by a churchwarden. On

other occssion a curate was intoning the evening sorvice., When the
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of the Crood was reached, two volccs were hoard to sing "Lot us
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ray. Lord, have morcy upon us." Abscntmindedly, thce Vioar had
oincd in, Whorcupon the curato rosc and walked out, and thc Vicar
inished the service. '
¥hen the Bishop of Oxford was seriously ill his name hoaded our
1ist of sick and dying; the sccondé namc on the list was ono of our
own church mcmbers, viz¢ Fredorick Butchor. One day a curato, who

inclined to bo a little absont-minded, road out "The prayors of
church aro asked for Kenmneth our Bishop, and Frederick our

her!"™ This samo curate was oncc officiating as sub deacon at a
Mzss on a Saint's Day. The last hymn was "Ton thousand times ten
." (The hymns are not given out during the 11 am servico).

c were singing it, a server whispered to the sub deacon "What

numbor of tho hymnt®" "I don't know, but it is 'Ten thousand

mes ton thousand'." The scorver retired, but came back and anncunced

en't find 1t, my book only goes up to ono thousand!"

I conclude with two stories about Reading Univorsity. Whon on
aff I was cxamining - with two othors - somo candidates for the
Scholarship, and one of thom prescnted us with a rendition of

> Maiden's Prayer" as hor test picce! Anotheor time, examining
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£00tball?" "Oh no"tho candidate repliod,"I go for a walk in the
, end listen to the birds." Holst turncd to mo and whispered
a twerp! Lots put him at the bottom!"
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end-of-term candidate on the University organ, who turmed up in
plus-fours, I noticed Gustav Holst - my co-oxamincr - eye him closely
but he said nothing. After he had played a Bach fugue very creditably
Eolst asked him "What do you do in your sparo time? Do you play crick-
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BERKSHIRE ORGANS
by F.Gordon Spriggs

As an organ lovor I have often wanted to copy somc of tho cnmi-
nont enthusiasts of tho past by visiting all tho organs within roach
and rocording their spocifications, builders, playocrs, histcry and
curiosities, with photographs of consoles and cases. Not just the big
organs, but a comprehensive and authentic survey of that amazing
variety which awaits the free-lance deputy, to his delight or embarr-
assment (as I well remember!); all of them capable of glorifying God
in some way that no other instrument can, in spite of so much insult-
ing rubbish written against the organ nowadays. I've never had the
facilities for doing it thoroughly, but it is something every
Association ought to attempt.

Take Berkshire, for instance. It is a great pity that it has no
Cathedral City, and that its county town entirely lacks the atmosphere
and tradition, but it is a Royal county and does boast the cathedral
music and famous organ of S.George's, WindsSor. This gloriovus 4-manuval
6l-stop instrument, the foremost in the county, is interesting among
other things for the Walford Davies 'antiphonal' consoles, casework
dating back to the vory beginning (1790) of the Gothic Rovival, and
Parratt's old kcyboards preserved down below. At tho othor ond of
the county is another large organ, the 4-54 (cxcuse a conveniont
Americanism) Rushworth and Droapor at Radley Colloge. This once stood
in a richly dosignod case by Sir G.T.Jackson, but it is now buriod
away out of sight. :

Of Roading's organs, five havo already appcarcd in print, four
of thom in this magazine. Thc largest is the modern Willis 4-51 at S.
Mary's, on which wo have heard momorablc recitals by sevoral eminont
playoers; next in sizo comes the 3-38 Binns at Trinity Congrogational,
about which you will have rcad three pages back, and which was for
years the only rocital organ in the town; anothor Binns (3-22) is at
tho University; S.Laurence Church, historic but rather out of dato
(3-28) ,now being fittod with a sadly overdue now console; and the
grand old Fathor Willis (4-37) in tho Town Hall, whosc modornisation
~could have boon paid for many times over by tho exorbitemnt charges
demanded from players gallant cnough to pound its anciont action -
where has our musical leadership been all thesc yocars?

Altogcther Roading possessos about 80 organs, including a modcest
4-manval at S.Bartholomew's, and 13 3-manual instrumcnts, among which
must be montioned - S.Giles, a Walkor, bearing thce honourcd fingor-
prints (and feot-prints) of Mr P.R.Scrivonor through &7 yoars;
Christchurch, a Gray & Davison rebuild, whcrc both Vicar and Organist
arc accomplishod rocitalists; and Greyfriars, 1l0-rank Compton with
luminous stop-control - and a fino church organ, whatover your viows
on cxtension. At S,Mary Castlo Streot thorc is an oldish organ by
Monk with so much similarity in its 33 stops that half of thom arc un-
necessary. '

As Tar as age is concecrned, the oldcst corgan in tho county
appears to be the 1725 Jordan at S.Hclen, Abingdon - now a Harrison
robuild, Its finc casc is picturcd in Rev.Androw Frooman's book
"English Organ COases". Noxt is probably S.Laurcncc,Roading, (Byfield
1741) with another lovely 'period' case; the old black keyboards with
short Swell are also preserved - but not in use!

A remarkable thing about Berkshire, and perhaps due to its
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central position, is that it conteins work by almost every English
organ buillder. A friend who has visited ninety-threc of 1ts organs
has noted nearly forty different builders. Bevington was responsible
for five out of eightcen single- dockers, others are by Holdich,
Speechly, R.W.Rouso (Oxford% Cole (Manchester), C.H.Walkor
(London), and Hill Norman & Beard' I am glad to say that not one of
those sooms 1o bo without Pedals!

Fifty-six moroc are 2-manual, and besides all the bigger firms
there are represented P.G.Phipps, OC.Martin, from Oxford; Sweooet-
land of Bath; Hardy & Son, Stockport; S.F.Dalladay, Hastings;

Wood Wordsworth, . and Abbott, both of Leods; Ingram, Heroford;
Nicholson, Worcostor; and Gimms Bros, Auguste Gorn, Maloy Young
& Oldknow, G.H.C.Foskett, all of London.

At Purley thero is a charming littlo l-manual Holdloh on whose
three or four stops onc can play for hours without exhausting their
sweetness. Bearwood has an organ with an interesting domestic
history. On the small modern 2-manual at Pangbourne one of our

. leading cathedral organists had his early lessons from his mother.
Then there is the larger 2-manual at Sounning by Beale & Thynne, &
most pleasing 1nstrument and surely one of the earliest detached
consoles. Just over the county boundary (but still in the Berkshirs
Association) at Monk Sherborne i1s an exquisite little casc designed
by none less than G.F.Bodley - an illuminating countrast to the un-
orthodox effort, for example, in S.Mary's, Recading.

And so one could gn on. Newbury, Wokingham, and Maidcnhoad,
as well as Honley and Basingstoke (also outside the county but in tho
Branch), must bc left to someone who knows them better; and all
would havo thoir place in that official ‘survey, if cver we could got
together and compile it.

DEPUTIES

Tho following havo signified thelr willingness, as meomboers of the
Association, to act as Deputiocs., Application should be made dircet

..ix)thom.

HMiss E.Aldcr - Any C.of E. sorvice.
51 Grango Avenuc, Reading.

Hr J.Ash : C.of E. or Froe Church.
12 HMatlock Road, Caversham.

Hr P.G.Cusdin Available for weddings or
58 Easthampstoad Road, Wokingham., Funcrals on weckdays.

¥rs K.F.Shorter » /Anglioan.

148 Kidmore Road, Caversham. Frec Church or siwmple

Mr D.Tuson’ ,
58 Auckland Road, Reading. C.of E. or Freo Church.
Ir R.A.C.Whitehouse
112 Basingstoke Road, Roading. Any C.of E. scrvico.
Mr G.A.Wintorton -
10 Upavon Drive, Reading. C.of E. or Froe Church.





