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A MESSAGE FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ORGANISTS

DR. DAVID LUMSDEN

It gives me great pleasure to have the honour to send this message to the
members of the Berkshire Organists' Association. I am sure I speak for all the

8,000 member

s of the Incorporated Association of Organists in wishing you health

and happiness in 1968. May you all see the fulfilment of at least some of your
most cherished desires and ambitions, particularly in your work as church
organists and choir-masters. This is an exciting time, full of problems but also
full of promise for the future. May we all be granted the perception to see our
opportunities and the energy and skill and tact to pursue them successfully.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR OWN PRESIDENT
DR. H. D. ANTHONY

The ''coming of age' of ""The Berkshire Organist' must be a source of great

satisfaction to
so faithfully.
justly proud.
and to Mr. F.

members of the small committee who, year by year, have worked
They have produced a journal of which the whole Association is

To this committee and in particular to Mr. A. E. Rivers, as Editor,
G. Spriggs who has generously provided for the present number,

we, as an Association, record our sincere thanks.

Such an anniversary however does not only suggest a review of the past, it

is a challenge

for the future - a personal challenge to organists and members of

choirs throughout Berkshire. When Bach was a young man he referred to 'the

goal that most
enter this new

concerns me, that is, the betterment of church music!'. As we
era of ""The Berkshire Organist' let our aim also be ''the better=-

ment of church music!''.

Cover Picture

READING TOWN HALL ORGAN - by courtesy of
Reading Public Libraries.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NEWBURY BRANCH
MR. L. J. NEWMAN

With thoughts of Christmas recently in our minds, the messages on our
Christmas cards - which usually wish us a Happy New Year with peace, happiness
and prosperity etc. cause me to ponder on the word "prosperity''. I ask myself
if this has any bearing on the church. The P.C.C.'s. are struggling to find ways
and means to meet the Quota Fund which has more than doubled in most churches
and quite a few grumbles are heard about this matter. So there appears no hope
for the poor old organist in 1968 in having a few more shillings added to the
already meagre remuneration he receives. My own church has two sung services,
9-15 a.m. Parish Communion and Evensong, consequently I am often asked to
help out at Matins in other places. In two different parishes I recently played for
Matins and on each occasion it meant driving some miles out; the fee offered was
10/- from one, and the other 10/6d. I can quite understand why young men are
not attracted to our kind of organ duties. But the word "organist'' now appears to
refer to the chap who either owns, hires or borrows an electronic instrument and
plays in a pub, club or group and for his services gets around £5. a night.

And have you noticed the advertisements; ''organist required, ability to read
would be an advantage'?!!

After making these comparisons it is plain to see that we church musicians
are a dedicated body and will continue to enrich the services with our gifts Sunday
by Sunday, come what may.

From Newbury members we hope 1968 will be a happy and prosperous year
for all.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WINDSOR BRANCH
MR. T. E. REED

As chairman of the Windsor Branch, my message for 1968 is concerned
with Extemporization.

Perhaps one of the problems for quite a number of organists, is to be able
to extemporise. Some organists I have listened to have given me great pleasure,
Sut, alas, quite a number have made me feel uneasy.

If the organist has to improvise before or after, or in the middle of the
Service, he should try to make chords move in such a way that it will please the
sar. If the organist is unable to do this, then I suggest a hymn-tune should be
played, or a short piece. After all, the organist must remember that when people
-ome into the Church, they like to kneel and pray, and don't want their thoughts
Zisturbed by the organist not knowing what to do next. Might I also add, this
zpplies to unison verses of hymns. If you are unable to make your own harmonies
o 2 unison verse, I suggest keeping to the harmonisation as written.

To improvise is not easy. As well as being able to have a good melodic
line, a good harmonic structure is needed.

I do not want the organist to think that I am belittling him in any way.
T=r be it from me to do that. I remember listening to a Sunday Half-hour, and

3



at the end of the Community Hymn-singing, the organist had to improvise. If only
that organist had played a hymn=tune, or something short, but as it was the B.B.C.
faded him out, and I was left wondering how he got back to the key he started in.

So, my message for 1968 for organists who have misgivings about Impro-
visation before or after, or even in the middle of the service, play a hymn-tune
or a short piece. Nobody will think the worse of you; in fact, the congregation
will be at peace in their mind.

Congratulations to '"The Berkshire Organist!" Magazine on becoming twenty-
one years of age.

EDITORIAL

In embarking on our Editorial for this Twenty-first Number of The Berk-
shire Organist we find ourselves in a mood both retrospective and forward-looking.

Mr. Rowe has written on the inception of the Magazine and the membership
of the sub-Committee. It has been a great privilege and pleasure to edit the
Magazine throughout this period, and our thanks are due to our members for their
continued confidence and support. The work of the sub-Committee has, needless
to say, been invaluable. In addition to Mr. Rowe and Mr. Spriggs we have since
had the help of Mr. L. F. B. Davis. First Miss P. Reardon and then Mr. T. E.
Reed have represented the Windsor branch and Mr. G. T. Hook acts as our
Correspondent for the Newbury branch.

During these twenty-one years we have been honoured to include articles
and summaries of talks by a number of eminent persons in the musical world as
well as by a goodly number of our own members. Of particular interest were
Dr. Barnard on Organ Stops and their Names (1950), Mr. Spriggs on Some Berk-
shire Organs (1951), Mr. Lusty on Choir Training (1956-57), the articles in
connection with the 1953 Congress, and papers by a Vicar, a Minister, and a
Choir-man giving their various angles on our work. There have been write-ups
of most of the larger organs in the district with specifications of many others.

A summary of the more important talks and articles is given on a later page. a

There are a number of back issues on hand. Where this is not so there are
several complete sets of numbers available from which a copy could be borrowed
or a photostat copy of any particular item can be arranged for at a small charge,
to be given to the Benevolent Fund. Another great event was the Centenary
Concert on the '""Father Willis'" organ in Reading Town Hall in 1964 followed by the
establishment of a bi-annual series of Celebrity Recitals. The work of our late
colleague Eric Few in organising the concert and starting off the series of
recitals forms a lasting memorial to him. He is appropriately commemmorated
by a plaque on the new adjustable organ stool. The programmes of these and all
other Recitals etc. in our syllabus have also been recorded in our pages.

During the lifetime of the Magazine the activities of our Association have
been widespread. Amongst the places visited are Cleveland Lodge, Dorking
(Lady Jeans), Tewkesbury, Oxford, Guildford, St. Albans, Salisbury, Christ's
Hospital, Horsham, Charterhouse, Winchester, Hampton Court, Cambridge and
Christchurch Priory, also the Royal School of Church Music and the Organ Works
of J. W. Walker Ltd., and Hill, Norman & Beard Ltd.
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Visiting Recitalists and speakers have included Drs. O. Peasgood,
H. W.Richards, Denis Chapman, Greenhouse Allt, C.F.Waters, W.L.Sumner,
H. Lowery, G.H.Knight, A.J.Pritchard and B. W.G. Rose, and Messrs.
H.A.Roberts, H. F. Ellingford and Prof. Sir Jack Westrup. During this time the
recital at the half day conference has several times been given by a ""home"
performer including Messrs. W.E.Masser, A.Barkus, E.Hopkinson and Dr.
E.F.J.Suttle. We have also included several items in lighter mood.

Among those appearing in our first membership list (1949) who are no
longer with us are Messrs. R.Brewer, J.Butcher, Miss F.A.Cooper, F.W.Drew,
Dr. Embling, J.H.Fisher, Miss F.E.Hale, A.J.Harris, A.J.Nash, A.J. Phillips,
T.E.S.Rogers, P.R.Scrivener, A.L. Warman, H. Wibberley, G.A. Worley,
A.Yould, W.Heath and G. A. Sellick.

In this connection it may be of interest to record that some twenty years
earlier the Incorporation published, in 1929, what was intended to be the first of
an annual list of members of all Associations. Of the eighty-three names shown
under Berkshire the following are still members: Mr.A.Barkus, R. Benning,
R.Brind, Miss E.Goodship, Mr. W.B.Green, C.Hunt, Mr. A.H. Lusty,
Mr.W.E.Masser, Mr. L. Pratt, Mr. W.H. Rowe, Mr.J.Spyer, Mr.C. Tanner,
Mr.R. Waters and yours truly the Editor.

In forward looking mood we are very pleased to have had contributions
recently from two members of the younger school of organists, Messrs. Peter
Marr and Harry Macey, and we hope to hear more from them and other young
members in order that all aspects of the very wide field of interests in the organ
world may be represented.

Our thanks are especially due to the generosity of Mr.F.G. Spriggs for
arranging for this issue to be printed as a souvenir number, and we look forward
to the continued success of the Magazine although we are conscious that rising
costs and the difficulty of obtaining an economic production of a comparatively
small number of copies will present a growing problem.

(The Committee have suggested that Diplomas etc. should appear only in
the official Annual Report and in the list of members).

IN THE BEGINNING
by W. H. Rowe.

The Editor has invited me, nay commanded me, to write about the
beginnings of '""The Berkshire Organist'. Therefore, in this article, exclusive
to "The Berkshire Organist', will be revealed for the very first time the inner
secrets of the Magazine Committee.

Early in the year 1947 the Council of the Berkshire Organists' Association
in their wisdom decided that an official magazine should be produced to deal with
matters of particular interest to the local Association. It was to be essentially a
matter of 'communication': it was conceived, in the words of the first Presidential
Message, as 'yet another link in the chain which binds organists of all denomina-
tions in the unity of a common purpose and aim'. It was hoped that through its
pages members who, for various reasons, could notattendallmeetings mightbe
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“ informed of what was happening. At the same time the possibility of including
instruction and entertainment were not ruled out. f

‘1 bus
As a first step the Editorial burden was placed fairly and squarely on the l mu
shoulders of Mr. A. E. Rivers and there it has remained ever since. The history de
of the past twenty years shows clearly how happy a choice this was. Much of the ' AL
hard work involved has fallen on Mr. Rivers and the undoubted success of the
venture is largely due to his ability and untiring efforts. To support him a
committee was formed consisting of Mr. Gordon Spriggs and Mr. Eric Few with e
the President (then myself) thrown in for reasons which have never been disclosed.. P;"
f o
In due course the first committee meeting was held at the Editor's residence.
Now although there have been some sixty odd subsequent meetings the plain truth
is that no Minutes have been kept. Had this not been the case, the Minutes of this of
first meeting would probably have been more or less as follows. Please note the inc
words 'probably' and 'more or less' as after twenty years I cannot guarantee g De
complete accuracy! ’ Po
‘ ed:
Minutes of the first meeting of the Magazine Committee pe
held on some date in 1947 at 8 p.m. | on
Present. Mr. A. E. Rivers, Editor (in the chair, or more precisely on
the piano stool), Messrs. Spriggs, Few and Rowe. a1y
bu
Mr. Spriggs produced a rumber of copies of 'The Organ' and these were
examined and discussed without any relevance to the new magazine. Several ‘
members related amusing experiences and between these anecdotes it was decided | i
that for financial and practical reasons the magazine could not be produced more jus
frequently than once a year. of
Several members recalled funny stories they had heard recently. ?'NIZ
| The Editor then proposed that the Cornmittee consider the business in hand and e
| this was carried. be
|
| The question of a suitable title was raised. Suggestions put forward include
| "Voix Celeste' (the Editor considered this more suitable for a choirboys' b
magazine), '"Roaring Fortes', 'Sounding the Horn', ''Stop''. 19

At this point Mrs. Rivers appeared with a tray of coffee and biscuits.
(Note: this created a precedent which has been followed at all subsequent meetings). 15
During the consumption of these refreshments many subjects were discussed but
at length business was resumed. After long and careful consideration the title
"The Berkshire Organist'' was agreed. As all the committee members were 1¢
talking at the same time it is not known who proposed it. It was decided to invite
members to contribute 6d towards the cost. The price would be 1/- to anyone
who called it "The Burkskire Organist''. As the cost of printing would be quite
prohibitive it was agreed to produce a multigraphed publication of 14 pages
(including covers). (Note: the 20th edition had 28 pages). A proposal to include
a full page photograph of the Honorary Secretary (in recognition ofhis long service)
was rejected after the President had mentioned the damaging effect the cost of 1¢
this might have on the health of the Honorary Treasurer.







